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Synopsis

The Immigrec project: Building a virtual 
museum of the Greek-Canadian immigrant 
experience.

The project Immigrec (Immigration and 
Language in Canada: Greeks and Greek-Ca-
nadians, Anastassiadis et al. 2017), is an 
interdisciplinary project which aims to 
document the second wave of Greek 
immigration to Canada (roughly the period 
1945 to 1975) through the collection of 
oral histories and archival material (travel 
documents, photographs, etc.) for the 
purpose of creating a virtual museum, and 
for research in history, political science, 
anthropology, and linguistics. 

The project has interviewed 453 partic-
ipants from 12 different communities 
in Canada, and more than 13 different 
geographic regions of Greece, yielding an 
unexpected treasure trove of historical, 
anthropological, and linguistic data. I will 
present a general overview of the project, 

discussing the organization of our research 
efforts, our preliminary linguistic results, 
and showcasing some of the most exciting 
features of the virtual museum. 

Bio

Dr Panayiotis Pappas currently is a member 
of the Department of Linguistics at Simon 
Fraser University, British Columbia, Canada. 
He completed his Bachelor of Arts at St 
John’s College, Annapolis, Maryland, and 
later on pursued a PhD in linguistics at 
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. His 
PhD dissertation examined weak object 
pronoun placement in Later Medieval and 
Early Modern Greek. Dr Pappas’ research 
interests are mainly in the areas of his-
torical linguistics, language variation and 
change, but he is also interested in issues 
of language contact, Balkan linguistics and 
the teaching of Modern Greek. 

His visit to Melbourne is made possible by 
the Vassilogiannis Bequest, the generous 
gift to the Greek Studies Program by the 

late Mr Anastassios Vassilogiannis.

Donors:

We thank the following donor for making 
this seminar possible: Greek Studies 
Program, La Trobe University.

During the course of the year consider-
able expenses are incurred in staging the 
seminars. In order to mitigate these costs 
individuals or organisations are invited to 
donate against a lecture of their choice. 

You too can donate for one or more 
seminars and (optionally) let your name 
or brand be known as a patron of culture 
to our members, visitors and followers, as 
well as the broader artistic and cultural 
community of Melbourne. 

Please email:  
info@greekcommunity.com.au  
or call 03 9662 2722.

We also thank the following corporate 
sponsors:

* Recommended Minimum Level of Greek in order to enjoy this event

TUESDAY 16 April 2019 @ 7:00pm 
 Ithacan Philanthropic Society, Level 2, 329 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne VIC 3000
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The Immigrec project: Building a virtual museum of 
the Greek-Canadian immigrant experience

with Assoc Prof Panayiotis Pappas

THURSDAY 3 October  @ 7:00 pm 
The Greek Centre, Mezzanine Level, 168 Lonsdale Street , Melbourne

 Language of presentation: English. Finger food and light refreshments will be served 

Engaging our Youth in Modern Greek Education 
 

Speaker: Simone Mary Karanicolas

Synopsis
For the first time in history, Australia is foster-
ing fourth and fifth generation ethnic Greeks 
and of this Greek youth, we are seeing a di-
minishing number speaking and learning the 
language and culture of their heritage. There 
have been countless initiatives and efforts to 
preserve Greek Language and Culture educa-
tion in Australia, but achieving this is becom-
ing increasingly difficult with the influence of 
pop culture, technology and globalisation. 
The nature of our youth in Australia is chang-
ing and my aim is to reinstitute the passion 
and excitement associated with learning the 
Greek language and culture. Modern Greek 
education must evolve with current trends in 
teaching pedagogies and by doing so, we will 
access more of our Greek youth and create 
an engaging learning experience that aligns 
with students interests and is contextual to 
their Australian environment. In this presen-
tation, I will exhibit my teaching pedagogies 

and the Youtube channel I have created in an 
effort to engage all my students, Greek and 
non-Greek alike, in the modern Greek curric-
ulum at Prospect Primary School in Adelaide. 

Biography 
Thespinis Asimina is an Adelaide-based dy-
namic primary and secondary school Greek 
teacher and a rock musician who uses You-
Tube, gaming technology and a movement-
based approach to engage youth in second 
language learning. In her current workplace 
at Prospect Primary School, Thespinis Asimi-
na has created an immersive and captivating 
Greek language program despite only seeing 
each class once a week; and sometimes only 
for 50 minutes!   Thespinis Asimina draws 
upon her study and experiences as a rock 
performer, musician and producer in multiple 
Adelaide-based bands to create educational 
Greek songs on YouTube using famous pop 
song melodies. Within the film clips, Thes-

pinis Asimina uses popular dancing and acts 
multiple character roles to express Aus-
tralian-Greek family dynamics. These ap-
proaches not only draw in her students, but 
diverse audiences globally. From the crea-
tion of her YouTube channel one year ago, 
the channel has since gained 500 subscribers 
and over 20,000 video views accumulatively.   
Thespinis Asimina uses the YouTube channel 
to support students in accessing Greek learn-
ing content at home so that she can maxim-
ise in-class time for students to use their 
new knowledge in practical ways. Using a 
game software called Classcraft, Thespin-
is Asimina designs quests where students 
use new knowledge to journey through chal-
lenges that emulate the structure of modern 
gaming technology. Through her passion for 
teaching, music and the Greek language and 
culture, Thespinis Asimina strives to bring 
Greek language learning to the forefront of 
contemporary education.  


