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| acknowledge the Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung people of the Kulin Nation
as the traditional Custodians of the land upon which we meet. | pay my
respects to their Elders, past and present, and extend that respect to
all First Nations people here today. We are part of a tradition of
language learning on these unceded lands that goes back over 65,000
years.
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Where might opportunities for
Languages across the curriculum lie?

* The language politics of the Victorian Curriculum
* Languages and Foundational Skills (Literacy)
* Languages, Cross Curriculum Priorities and Capabilities

* Languages, a skills curriculum with content opportunities




Literacy

Literacy is defined as students’ ability to comprehend and create texts with accuracy, confidence, fluency and efficacy for
learning in and out of school, and for participating in the workplace and community. Literacy is fundamental to a student’s

ability to learn at school and to engage productively in society.

In the Victorian Curriculum F-10, students develop literacy by listening to, reading, viewing, speaking and writing different
texts, and using language for different purposes in a range of contexts.

While much of the explicit teaching of literacy occurs in the English learning areq, it is strengthened, made specific and, in
some cases, extended in other learning areas as students engage in a range of learning activities with literacy demands.
Success in any learning area depends on being able to use the significant, identifiable and distinctive literacy skills important

for learning and representative of the content of that learning area.

Learning Modern Greek enhances students’ understanding of the origins of many
English words, and supports awareness of different alphabets and writing systems.
Students develop an appreciation of the language and cultures of Greek-speaking
communities. It also enriches travel experiences, increases employment
opportunities and promotes understanding of diverse attitudes, beliefs and values.

Learning Greek provides opportunities for students to engage socially, culturally
and economically in many domains, such as business, trade, science, law, education,
tourism, diplomacy, international relations, health and communications.




Languages Education policy — Department of
Education

Policy

This policy outlines the requirements relating to language provision in
Victorian schools.

Summary

¢ Schools must provide a language program for students from Foundation
to Year 10.

e Language programs must be delivered by a Victorian Institute of
Teaching (VIT) registered teacher t or staff with permission to teach
(refer to definitions below). Refer to Languages education — roles and
responsibilities (DOCX) ld for further details.

e Guidance on starting and running a language program, including
information on language assistants, is available on the Guidance tab.

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/languages-education/policy



Intercultural interactions are a part of everyday life in our increasingly multicultural
and globalised world. Intercultural knowledge and skills are therefore essential parts

of living and working in the diverse world of the 21st century. By developing these,
the Intercultural Capability curriculum fosters in students the confidence to actively

contribute to the prosperity and health of Australian society.

Value for multiculturalism and intercultural awareness
AND
Every student must do languages
BUT

Literacy is...English...
The benefit of learning Greek is that it helps with English...



Languages and Literacy




Victorian Curriculum 2: Foundational Skills

"Literacy is defined as students’ ability to comprehend and create texts with accuracy,
confidence, fluency and efficacy for learning in and out of school, and for participating in the
workplace and community. Literacy is fundamental to a student’s ability to learn at school
and to engage productively in society...

While much of the explicit teaching of literacy occurs in the English learning area, it is
strengthened, made specific and, in some cases, extended in other learning areas as
students engage in a range of learning activities with literacy demands. Success in any
learning area depends on being able to use the significant, identifiable and distinctive
literacy skills important for learning and representative of the content of that learning area."

"The Literacy progression describes the observable indicators of increasing complexity in
the use of Standard Australian English language."

https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/foundational-skills/literacy






How is literacy understood in each
document?

Learning Greek develops learners’:

Literacy Strand A ,
e communication skills

“They develop their ability to literacy skills i e
: . . y skills in their first and
interpret and create texts with additional languages

appropriateness, accuracy,
confidence, fluency and efficacy for
Iearnin%, both in and out of school.
This ability helps them to participate
in Australian lite more generally.”

They locate and respond to
information in texts and use
visual and contextual cues to
help make meaning. They
respond in Greek or English, and
demonstrate their understanding
of context, purpose and audience
in texts. (/-8 Achievement
Standard)




Literate skills are framed similarly in Modern Greek and English,
however it is only consistently called literacy in English.

The common elements are:

 Contextual appropriateness (register, tone, politeness, etc.)
* Mode (spoken, written, visual, multimodal)
* Text type/genre

* Language structures and features










Languages, Cross Curriculum
Priorities and Capabilities




Cross Curriculum Priorities and Capabilities

* Critical and Creative Thinking * Aboriginal and Torres Strait
- Ethical Capability Islander Histories and Cultures

e Asia and Australia's

* Intercultural Capability Engag t with Asi
ngagement wi sia

* Personal and Social Capability . .
e Sustainability




A skills curriculum
An opportunity for content




Modern Green, 7-8 Achievement Standard

By the end of Level 8, students use Greek to interact and collabo
others, and to share information and plan activities in familiar
recognise and respond to familiar gestures, questions and ins
interacting with others. They locate and respond to information
use visual and contextual cues to help make meaning. They resp

or English, and demonstrate their understanding of context, purposcora
audience in texts. They use familiar language, modelled sentences and
grammatical structures to create texts appropriate to audience.

Students begin to use pronunciation, intonation and rhythm in spoken Greek to
develop fluency. They demonstrate understanding that Greek has
conventions for non-verbal, spoken and written communication. They
comment on aspects of Greek and English language structures and features,
using some metalanguage. They understand how aspects of language and
culture contribute to their own and others’ identity.




S0, what else do students learn at Level 87

Engtish
Maths
Science

I_
|_

umanities
ealth and Physical Education

T

ne Arts

Technologies

What else do students learn, that
we could harness in the
Languages classroom?

Not copying, not re-teaching.

Synergy and symbiosis

Harnessing the cultural capital of
other domains to support our own.




Task: What else do they do at Level 87

1. Select a domain with which you are not very familiar.

2. Have alook at the Content Descriptions for Level 8 (or Level 7
and 8).

3. Where might the reverberations be with Modern Greek?

4. How might some of these themes, topics, or ideas be
Incorporated into our units?



For instance... Year 8 ltalian

* Unit on giving directions and modes of transport

* Leaning into Geography
o Map reading
o Keys and other map conventions
o Rural, regional and metropolitan contexts




Task: What else do they do at Level 87

1. Select a domain with which you are not very familiar.

2. Have alook at the Content Descriptions for Level 8 (or Level 7
and 8).

3. Where might the reverberations be with Modern Greek?

4. How might some of these themes, topics, or ideas be
Incorporated into our units?



Thoughts?




Takeaways

* Deeply connected to literacy, even though it’s not explicitly called
literacy

* Synergy between how literacy is talked about in English and the
skills of the various Languages curricula

* Opportunities for Capabilities and Cross Curriculum Priorities

* Skills curriculum provides opportunities for content to be
connected, meaningful and promotive of cross curriculum
learning



EUXOPLOTW
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