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Megan McLaughlin is a member of the 
MLTAV Committee & PL Sub-
committee and the Acting Head of 
Languages/Head of Japanese at 
Melbourne Grammar School.

She has been teaching Japanese for 
over 30 years and been involved in a 
range of projects supporting the 
teaching and learning of Languages 
across Australia.

She is embarrassed to say that her 
Greek begins and ends with Kalimera
and Kalispera.



Imagination & Confidence



Where to find help on the VCAA Website

Greek Subject Page
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/greek/Pages/Index.aspx

• Study Design

• School Based Assessment Reports

• Exam Specifications, past examinations and reports

• Support Material (Advice for Teachers, Glossary of Command Terms, FAQs, Recordings of VCE 
Languages Webinars)

** VCE Languages Webinars
• https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-

learning/VCE/Pages/LanguageSupportVideos.aspx

** Advice for Teachers - Greek
• https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/greek/advice-for-

teachers/Pages/Index.aspx

** Past Papers and Reports
• https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/Greek.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/greek/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/professional-learning/VCE/Pages/LanguageSupportVideos.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/greek/advice-for-teachers/Pages/Index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/past-examinations/Pages/Greek.aspx


Where to find help on the MLTAV Website
Website: https://mltav.asn.au

VCE Teachers’ Community of Practice (https://mltav.asn.au/learn/#!event-list)

To register your interest in joining this community, please 
email info@mltav.asn.au quoting VCE CoP in the subject line.

VCE Languages Recorded Webinars (https://mltav.asn.au/recorded_webinars/ )

Holistic assessment using VCAA descriptors, Megan McLaughlin & Tasha Brown

To be uploaded soon…

Using images and video to develop viewing, speaking and writing skills, Jess Rottura, Amanda 

Rossi & Megan McLaughlin

https://mltav.asn.au/
https://mltav.asn.au/learn/#!event-list
mailto:info@mltav.asn.au
https://mltav.asn.au/recorded_webinars/


Unit 1 Outcome 1 (S/N)

• Establish and maintain an informal, personal, spoken interaction in Greek on a selected 
subtopic

• Develop understanding that the content and the direction of an exchange are influenced by the 
participants and the purpose of the interaction

• Consider the influence of cultural perspectives on meaning and mutual understanding

• Example tasks...

• Participate in a conversation, interview or role-play

• Give a talk to the class about the selected subtopic, asking and answering questions



Do you have 
OC1-1 ideas for 

your own classes 
that you need to 

jot down now?

A Japanese Example Outcome 1 - 1

Give a talk to the class about yourself, your friends and family, 
asking and answering questions from your teacher and classmates.

Marking Scheme

• Maintaining the interaction (5 marks): comprehension, responsibility for moving the 
conversation/discussion/interview forward, aizuchi, managing information gaps in Japanese

• Content (5 marks): range, sophistication/extension of ideas

• Accuracy (5 marks): accuracy of grammar, vocabulary

• Range (5 marks): variety of grammar and vocabulary appropriate to the topic

• Spoken Language (5 marks): pronunciation, intonation, fluency



U1 O1
Feedback Slip 

Example



Unit 1 Outcome 2 (S/N)

• Interpret information from two texts on the same subtopic presented in Greek and respond in 
writing in Greek and in English.

• Example tasks...

• Write a descriptive summary of a film including information from a review of the film

• Listen to a conversation and view a map to write directions

• Read an article and listen to an announcement to write instructions.



A 
Japanese 
Example 
Outcome 

1 - 2

Do you have 
OC1-2 ideas for 

your own classes 
that you need to 

jot down now?



Unit 1 Outcome 3 (S/N)

• Present information, concepts and ideas in writing in Greek on the selected subtopic and for a 
specific audience and purpose.

• Example tasks...

• Create a written presentation which may include pictures; this may be supported by media such as 
Photo Story or PowerPoint

• Write an imaginative children’s story



A Japanese 
Example 

Outcome 1 - 3

Do you have OC1-3 
ideas for your own 

classes that you need 
to jot down now or 

would like to discuss 
with the others?



Unit 2 Outcome 1 (S/N)

• Respond in writing in Greek to spoken, written or visual texts presented in Greek.

• Example tasks...

• Write a personal answer to an email

• Write an informative blog in response to texts

• Respond in a written letter to a radio announcement or editorial



A 
Japanese 
Example 
Outcome 

2 - 1





Unit 2 Outcome 2 (S/N)

• Extract information from texts provided in Greek and respond to the texts in writing using 
elements of this information.

• Focus on for identifying and synthesizing information presented in Greek and for recounting 
information in Greek. 

• Recognise and account for other perspectives in their interpretation of information, ideas and 
opinions.

• Example tasks...

• Describe in writing an experience seen from different perspectives

• Write a reflective article on a cultural insight, such as the attitudes of Greek-speaking people in 
Australia and elsewhere to traditional customs

• Evaluate opposing arguments put forward on an issue such as attitudes to health or the long-term 
impact of social media on society



A 
Japanese 
Example 
Outcome 

2 - 2



Unit 2 Outcome 3 (S/N)

• Explain information, ideas and concepts orally in Greek to a specific audience about an aspect 
of culture within communities where Greek is spoken.

• Example tasks...

• Narrate a life story, event or incident that highlights an aspect of culture

• Tell the class a personal or reflective story about a cultural event

• Present and explain an aspect of culture, referring to a portfolio or a PowerPoint presentation.



A Japanese Example 
Outcome 2 - 3

Students choose any 
aspect of Japanese culture 

that interests them. 

In the past these have 
included Ninja, religion, tea 

ceremony and fugu 
(blowfish).



Unit 3

SAC 1 (20 marks)

• Participate in a spoken 
exchange in Greek to 
resolve an issue.

• A 3–4-minute role-play 
focussing on negotiating a 
solution to a personal issue.

SAC 2 (15 marks)

• Interpret information from 
texts and write responses in 
Greek.

• Responses to specific 
questions or instructions 
using information extracted 
from written, spoken and
viewed texts on the 
selected subtopic.

SAC 3 (15 marks)
• Express ideas in a 

personal, informative or 
imaginative  piece of 
writing in Greek.

• An approximately 250-
word personal, 
informative or 
imaginative piece of 
writing.



Unit 3 SAC 1
Feedback Slip Example



Outcome 2 – the hardest to write?
TOPIC
• Make sure you have read/reminded yourself about the Key Knowledge and Key 

Skills in the Study Design
• You can never read it often enough

• Don’t rely on hearsay

• Decide your topic Have a search for resources (realia, online, texts, tickets, 
books, magazines, photos, wrappers, people to interview…)

• Ideally have some resources that are similar for your teaching program and for your 
SAC

SAC
• Decide on your task  Choose from your resources and put those ones aside (you 

must have listening, viewing and reading covered
• Don’t let the task get out of control… know the time limit that will apply and be 

reasonable in your expectations
• Try to have different information about the chosen sub-topic in different texts – it 

makes it so much easier to be sure that the students have used all three!



Unit 3 SAC 2
Feedback Slip Example



Unit 3 SAC 3
Feedback 

Slip Example



Unit 4
In this unit students investigate aspects of culture through the study of two or more 
subtopics from the prescribed themes and topics. Area of Study 1 and Area of Study 
2 may focus on the same subtopic. Area of Study 3 should cover a different subtopic 
to the subtopic/s chosen for Areas of Study 1 and 2. 

Students build on their knowledge of Greek-speaking communities, considering 
cultural perspectives and language and explaining personal observations. Students 
consolidate and extend vocabulary, grammar knowledge and language skills to 
investigate the topics through Greek.

Students identify and reflect on cultural products or practices that provide insights 
into Greek-speaking communities. Cultural products or practices can be drawn from 
a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. Students reflect on they ways 
culture, place and time influence values, attitudes and behaviours. They 
consider how knowledge of more than one culture can influence the ways 
individuals relate to each other and function in the world.

Greek Study Design, p.29



Unit 4

SAC 1 (20 marks)
• Share information, ideas 

and opinions in a spoken 
exchange in Greek.

• A 3–4-minute interview 
providing information and 
responding to questions 
about a cultural product or 
practice.

SAC 2 (15 marks)
• Analyse information from 

written, spoken and viewed 
texts for use in a written 
response in Greek.

• An approximately 250-word 
written response for a 
specific audience and 
purpose, incorporating 
information from three or 
more texts.

SAC 3 (15 marks)
• Present information, 

concepts and ideas in 
evaluative or persuasive 
writing on an issue in 
Greek.

• An approximately 300-
word evaluative or 
persuasive piece of 
writing.



Unit 4 SAC 1
Feedback Slip Example



SACs 1 and 2 and Oral Examination Discussion

• Oral Exam Discussion

• Annotated image 

• Brainstorm questions far and wide 
(and get others to answer them as 
well)

• Write one question per card and 
try to create well linked 
conversations when blindly picking 
up cards to create conversations

• Beginning in younger years in FL, 
English and/or TL to talk about 
moving or still images (viewing), 
including collecting ALL relevant 
known and/or desired vocabulary 



Images

Mt Fuji, bullet train, open space, 
great weather

The train follows an old route, with 
minor variations (why?)
Is the blue & white of the train 
coincidental?
Impact of faster access between Tokyo 
and Kyoto

Otsu station on the Old Tokaido, 
Hiroshige Ukiyo-e

Different kinds of travellers
Omiyage/gifts
Calligraphy & text
Relationships between people
Use/value of different animals

Convenience store, snacks, low 
shelves

Broad range of services offered by 
convenience stores
Impact of small homes/kitchens 
on shopping habits
Cheaper and greater range than A.



Unit 4 SAC 2
Feedback Slip Example



Unit 4 SAC 3
Feedback Slip Example
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